Some Minor Changes in Optical Engineering
I can't believe we're almost halfway through 2013. It sure seems like time flies by faster and faster each year. I know that I joked about time a number of editorials ago using Fermat's principle, but I can also quote William Penn on the subject: "Time is what we want most, but what we use the worst." There's a funnier reference that I don't know who to attribute to: "If time is money, then all ATMs are time machines!" This month I am thinking about time because I have been Editor of Optical Engineering for three and a half years and it feels like yesterday that I accepted the assignment.
At Optical Engineering, we are using time (not in the worst way) to improve the journal. The journal staff and I are currently working on making the scope of Optical Engineering more well defined. If you look on the journal website, you will find a new description of the scope: This scope provides a number of improvements. First, there are now five major categories under which papers will be published. This reduces the number of papers that may seem to be misplaced in the table of contents when the papers could fall under more than one category. Second, the subcategories provide the potential author with more information to decide whether Optical Engineering is an appropriate journal for their work. Third, the subcategories provide good alignment with previously published journal papers, as well as better alignment between Optical Engineering and SPIE's conference structure. There are more subcategories now than there were topics in the previous scope description.
Fourth, the new scope should provide a more appropriate structure for the recruitment of special sections, review papers, and tutorial papers.
I have been working closely with the journal staff to redefine the scope to further improve the service that Optical Engineering provides to the optical engineering community. In the next few weeks, I will be working with the editorial board to develop a structure to support this new scope. Hopefully this will ultimately help improve journal downloads, impact factor, and time to publication. It is our desire to provide you with the best journal possible for the publication of your most important work in optical engineering. This way, you won't waste time thinking about other less appropriate journals.
